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SUBJ: GHANA CELEBRATES TWENTY-FIRST ANNIVERSARY 

1. CHIEF OF DEFENSE STAFF LT. GEN. F.W.K. AKUFEO TOOK THE 
SALUTE FROM MORE THAN 8,000 SCHOOL CHILDREN AND MEMBERS OF 
BOY SCOUTS, RED CROSS AND OTHER VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS 
DURING MARCH 6 PARADE MARKING GHANA'S TWENTY-EIRST ANNIVERSARY 
OF INDEPENDENCE. IN LACKLUSTER SPEECH READ ON BEHALF OF 

HEAD OF STATE ACHEAMPONG, AKUFFO URGED GHANAINS TO REAFFIRM 
FAITH IN THE COUNTRY AND REDEDICATE THEMSELVES TO SERVICE 
OF THE NATION. 

2. PARADE DREW LARGE CROWD WHICH FILLED BLEACHERS OF 
INDEPENDENCE SQUARE NEARLY TO CAPACITY AND WHICH APPLAUDED 
REPEATEDLY DURING TWO HOUR MARCHING COMPETITION BY SECONDARY 
SCHOOL DRILL TEAMS. HOWEVER, AKUFFO HIMSELF RECEIVED 
VIRTUALLY NO APPLAUSE WHEN DRIVEN AROUND SQUARE IN LAND ROVER 
TO INSPECT FORMATIONS OF MARCHERS. 

3. COMMENT: DESPITE INTERMITTENT RAINS, PARADE CAME OFF 
REASONABLY WELL FROM AN ORGANIZATIONAL POINT OF VIEW BUT 
SHOMEHOW LACKED ANY SENSE OF REAL CELEBRATION. IN TRUTH, 

GIVEN PARLOUS STATE OF THE ECONOMY HERE - DUE ALMOST 
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ENTIRELY TO THE RAPACITY AND MISMANAGEMENT OF THE ACHEAMPONG 
REGIME - GHANAIANS HAVE VERY LITTLE TO BE THANKFUL FOR 
THESE DAYS. COOL RECEPTION GIVEN TO AKUFFO UNDOUBTEDLY 
REFLECTS THIS FACT. AT LARGE EVENING RECEPTION LATER SAME 
DAY, GEN. ACHEAMPONG WAS LIKEWISE COOLY RECEIVED BY ASSEMBLED 
GUESTS. AN ATTEMPT BY ONE ADMIRER TO STIMULATE THREE 
ROUSING CHEERS FOR THE CHIEF OF STATE AS HE DEPARTED THE 
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HALL COLLAPSED WITH AN EMBARRASSING THUD. SMITH 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 08 mar 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978ACCRA01828 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 05-0733 

Format: TEL 
From: ACCRA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780395/aaaadchc.tel 

Line Count: 63 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 31d997cb-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 03 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3410579 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GHANA CELEBRATES TWENTY-FIRST ANNIVERSARY 
TAGS: PGOV, PDEV, GH 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/31d997cb-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



